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The pope's legate and the English bishops published the
sentence in France. Already half the great men of
England lay under special sentence. "An index excom-
municatorum," said the late Mr. Pearson of this time,
" would be very like a peerage." English malcontents
were eager to throw themselves into the arms of France.
Llewelyn, the prince of North Wales, allied himself
with the French king. Then King Philip, says Matthew
Paris, understanding and welcoming what he had so
long desired, girded himself to the battle, and called
all the men of his realm to meet at Eouen for the
invasion of the English lands. He gathered too a
fleet and enormous stores of provisions. He held a
great council at Soissons, at which his barons (save
Ferrand of Flanders, who was already in secret alli-
ance with John) enthusiastically greeted the project
of an invasion of England under the pope's blessing.
But John was not without other help among Philip's
vassals. Eeginald of Boulogne, who had turned from
side to side since Henry II. was the English king, but
who in later years had been Philip's trusted counsellor,
and had aided him in the conquest of Normandy in 1204,
now threw himself with Flanders, and the imperial
claimant Otto, on the side of the coalition against Franca
He had long been engaged in a bitter quarrel with the
bishop of Beauvais, he had strongly fortified and pro-
visioned the castle of Mortain, and only yielded to a
sudden march and imperious summons of the Mn^
On the principle that like will have like, the French
chroniclers readily explain Keginald's desertion. His
little daughter was pledged in marriage to Philip
Hurepel, King Philip's son; the contract had been signed